Panel Hires N.Y. Detectives 


Assassination 

f i By Jeremiah O’Leary 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

Two veteran New York City detec- 
tives have been named by the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations 
to be deputy chief investigators for 
the parallel investigations into the 
deaths of President John F. Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. 

' They are Det. 1st Grade Clifford A. 
Fenton Jr,, 49, of Manhattan and Det. 
2nd Grade Edward M. Evans, 45, of 
the Bronx. Fenton will supervise 
investigators assigned to the Kennedy 
case, and Evans will be in charge of 
the King investigation. 

In making the appointments, Chief 
Counsel Richard A. Sprague noted 
that Evans and Fenton are both veter- 
ans of the New Yjrk Police Depart- 
ment’s major case squad and have 
long experience in police and under- 
cover work. 


THE MAJOR CASE squad, which 
has about 35 members, is personally 
selected by the police commission 
and chief of detectives. The squad 
handles cases having to do with bank 
robbery, kidnaping, premeditated 
murder of police officers and assassi- 
nation of public figures. 

The two investigators, who are 
black, were introduced to the press 
yesterday in the office of Del. Walter 
E. Fauntroy of Washington, 1 who is 
chairman of the subcommittee for the 
King probe. Rep. Richardson Preyer, 
D-N.C., is chairman of the Kennedy 
assassination subcommittee. 

Accompanying the chief investiga- 
tors were Robert K. Tanenbaum, 
deputy chief counsel for the Kennedy 
task force, and Robert J. Lehner, 
deputy chief for the King probe. 

Fenton and Evans said they are 
retiring from the New York force to 
take charge of the two-year investiga- 
tion of the Kennedy and King mur- 


ders, Evans, with 22 years on the 
force, and Fenton, with 21 years, were 
team leaders directing four-man 
units. 

EACH HAS HANDLED about 5,000 
criminal cases and interviewed or 
interrogated more than 50,000 persons 
in connection with their police work. 
Both said they have traveled exten- 
sively across the country in search of 
suspects, witnesses and fugitives. 

Fenton has received 12 police honor 
citations and Evans seven. Both are 
members of the Honor Legion, an 
organization of policemen who have 
received the highest commendations 
of the New York department. 

Fenton is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Bridgeport (Conn.) with a de- 
gree in business administration. 
Evans graduated from the John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, a branch 
of the City University of New York, 
with a bachelor of science degree. 



